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The Almohads had at times to make concessions in order to retain the
goodwill of the jurists is perhaps a pointer to the most serious weakness

of the Almohads - the lack of popular support.( 7)
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The illustrious Alfaki Abu Walid Ben Raxid likewise held that office
(king's physician) about the person of King Abu Jakob, having been
summoned to the court of Morocco by the Ameer Almuminin for that
purpose in the year 578: but the king almost immediately appointed him
Cadi of Cordova... Abu Walid was not only a distinguished physician, but
was well versed in many other branches of knowledge. Aben Alged
assures us that he was an excellent poet. and he is said to have repeated all
the translations of Bochari. He died at Morocco on the 21st day of moon

Dylhajia in the year 595. (10)
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"Ibn Rushd belongs to Euorpe and European thought rather than to the
East. In ltaly his influence lived on into the 16th century. Averroism
continued to be living factor in European thought until the birth of

modern experimental science."(11)
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Ibn Rushd was not a creative genius, but a purely reflecting one. (12)
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"It is unquestionable that his openness of mind, his rigorous method, his

analyses, not to mention his innovations, several of which can put us onto

the path of new research, are examples which can still be profitably

utilized today in the teaching of Philosophy.” ( 13)
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The book deals with the "differences” between the various legal schoois
and pays special attention to the types of arguments used by each to

justify its particular decisions. (14)
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“"Kulliyat contained other valuable observations; for example, Ibn Rushd
seems Ato have been the first to understand the function of retina (earliest
oculists thought that visual perception occurred in the lens); and he
realized that an attack of smallpox confers immunity. He was
unquestionably a great physician, one of the greatest of his time

anywhere." (17)
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mastery of dialectics. It is a colossal commentary upon the first book of
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[Taken from the book "Medicine Arabes Anciens” by Jean-Charles

Sournia, Conseil International de la Langue Francaise - Paris 1984
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"He held that direct physical causes of disease and epidemics must

be sought just like those of other natural phenomenon. "( 21)
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Opposite heals its opposite and the like heals its like.
S L

"Healing consists in the progress from one given principle to another

in accordance with a fixed procedure directed towards a desired result.
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“The actions of drugs upon bodies are only a relative matter. In truth, this
is not something that is consequent upon the parts of the drug itself. It

may happen that a drug that is itself less hot will be, relative to the human
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body, hotter than a drug that itself possesses greater heat.”
S\ SIS 5t S E whe b

Ibn Rushd's critique of Al-Kindi - Pharmacological Computus - Enterprise

of Science in Islam by A.l. Sabra (22)
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"It seems that the proper instrument of the visual sense should be either
the round humor, called glacial, or the zonule (lens) located anterior to
this humor... The tunic called the chorioid was created for the nutrition of
the retina through its veins; and that it may nourish itself becaue of the

natural heat passing through its own arteries. Nutrition of the retina is
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first in order that it may pass the visual spirit through the nerves inside the
retina; this nutrition is the natural heat, the complexion of which has been

adjusted in the brain, and it comes through the two nerves proceeding to
the eyes. The retina nourishes the lens by way of drops of moisture and
gives the nourishment of natural heat via its arteries. But Alj ibn Isa
avows that the zonule is of ultimate perviousness and lucidity, because
colors and forms are imprinted in it. Therefore the same tunic (the zonule)
is the actual instrument of sight, either by itself or with the assistance of
the lens ... But the eye receives colors through its transparent parts after

the manner of a mirror, and when colors are impressed upon it, the visual

spirit apprehends them." (Colliget. 11, 15)
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(The retina and not the lens in the eye is the photo receptor.)
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"Ibn Rushd, at the age of 27, made astronomical observations
near Marrakesh in the course of which he discovered a previously

unknown star.” (25)
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"It does not belong to physical science: it is only a prognostication of

future events, and is of the same type as augury and vaticination.” (31)
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"He did not take the center of the deferent (in the mode! of the upper
planets) to be halfway between the equant and the center of the universe

without proof™.
RACPPR I

"He blamed Ptolemy for not being Aristotelian enough, taking him to task
mainly in the context of his own commentary on Aristotle's

Metaphysics." (Page 75)
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Pre-Ptolemaic astronomy had to be retrieved, for it is the true astronomy

that is possible from the standpoint of physical principles. (32)
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Averroes developed a theory of colour which held that colors were
attributed to the presence in varying degrees of two pairs of opposite

qualities: brightness and obscurity, bounded and unbounded.
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“Averroes had also investigated the problem of magnetic attraction and
this had been explained as a form of multiplication of species. That is, the

lodestone modifies the parts of the medium touching it (air or water), and
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these then modified the parts next to the iron. in which a motive virtue

was produced, causing it to approach the lodestone."
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(A potentiality exists in the semen that determines the shape of the

offspring, its nourishment, and development of its organs)
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"The Averroist tradition of Padua kept alive the Arabic interest in and

spirit of inquiry respecting natural science, until the time that it provided

intellectual grist to the mill of Galileo and his teachers. " (34)
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"Ibn Rushd tried to reconcile the Aristotelian notion of the eternity of the

world, which seems to imply a denial of creation, with Muslim
creationism. God is eternal, and His creative effort is perpetual; He
creates time (or duration) as well as the world; and He may have created it

from eternity." (35)
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"Averroes believed, not in a single act of creation, but in a continuous
creation, renewed every instant in a constantly changing world, always

taking its new form from that which has existed previously."
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“For Averroes the world. though eternal, is subject to an eternal Mover
constantly producing it and is eternal. This Mover can be realized by
observation of the eternal celestial bodies whose perfected existence is

conditioned by their movement."
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"Thereby amy be distinguished two forms of eternity, that with cause
and that without cause. Only the Prime Mover is eternal and without
cause. All the rest of the universe has a cause, or, as we should say

nowadays, is 'subject to evolution'. He pictured the universe as finite in

space.”
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“Imagination is more important than knowledge.”
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(Scientific knowledge is the knowledge of things with their causes which

produce them.)
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taught it was inevitable that the Church should condemn Ibn Rushd.
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Averroism served as a rallying point for a radical brand of scientific
rationalism for two to three centuries. (43)

G0 (D sty 2 (Thomas Acquinas 1225-1274)t &5 17

hot bed of )2 ¥ L FS4% L sl Uzs s ST 3 S sl i (s o
Jd!-‘L(Summa Theologica)Kz.)’::’?bh’gL?Jkﬁfe_u:{&ﬁﬁ(Averroism

105



_B1e 3L (Angelic Doctor) P15 e 1852 PBELE sned
dyqxj?tzzwo’f u,Mq}&"’ufdﬁqmgﬁ-g’gm};/':;u: (1323
VST S iy e tari Gt L £ bbby e ok
SFISL S LT 2 G S Suindle L udn-u=
Fostus-& LS et Te St Tt adift FL bt
Ui 5 2 oS WS e TS kit Pt 2 st
S TS Lot Bt B AL K UIO e Jan 36 0¥
LA St £ '/)"LGUO%J/?J/\/‘(S} I ol Joad & 42s S
65T Lo TS 18 L2t st it e WIS
G161 nZ Fud e\ FL ot 0 i dn e e e s ke

e SR e B w L T St

z(5’(3/‘('/-6:(5‘/..’_—caL}ILJItﬂ}o:{/}/l?Jl?Ki/(;ﬂL.;/’ldtngf
mLulug‘,?_’("-;,i:zrc.H‘.{.léf t&tﬁ_i/w&.Gwcrl}ﬂgx(tw/wu
St WESGL Tt ELUEI ) 355 40l o s U 4 i

3c‘_laU/L T
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Muslim doctor had previously employed. (44)
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